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Abstract
The main aim of this paper is to obtain optimality conditions for a constrained set-valued optimization
problem. The concept of Clarke epiderivative is introduced and is used to derive necessary optimality
conditions. In order to establish sufficient optimality criteria we introduce a new class of set-valued maps
which extends the class of convex set-valued maps and is different from the class of invex set-valued
maps.
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1. Introduction
The significance of the study of set-valued maps is due to its applications in various
fields such as economics, game theory and differential inclusions (see Aubin and
Ekeland [3]). These maps are also involved at various instances in nonsmooth analysis.
For example, tangent cones, subgradients and inverse of functions are all set-valued
maps.
In the literature various approaches have been followed in defining the concept of
derivative for set-valued maps. Aubin [1,2] introduced the concept of derivatives
in terms of the contingent cones and the Clarke [5] tangent cones, to the graph of
set-valued maps. Luc [10] and Corley [6] established optimality criteria in terms of
these derivatives for set-valued optimization problems. However, while characterizing
optimality conditions, it is useful to consider derivatives involving epigraph of setvalued maps rather than their graphs (see [9, 11]). Jahn and Rauh [9] introduced
the notion of epiderivative via contingent cones to the epigraph of set-valued maps.
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It is important to note that Jahn and Rauh [9] introduced a single-valued map as
the derivative of a set-valued map. Since the contingent cones are not necessarily
convex, Gotz and Jahn [8] required the convexity of the set-valued maps in order
to derive the necessary optimality conditions for a set-valued optimization problem.
Sach and Craven [11] introduced a derivative, in the sense of Aubin and Ekeland [3],
by considering Clarke tangent cone to the epigraph where the derivative introduced
is a set-valued map. The notion of invexity for set-valued maps was also introduced
by Sach and Craven [11] and optimality conditions were obtained for a constrained
set-valued optimization problem. Motivated by the works of Gotz and Jahn [8] and
Sach and Craven [11] we introduce here the notion of ,a Clarke epiderivative of a
set-valued map. We would also like to mention that this Clarke epiderivative is a
single-valued map, unlike the derivative considered by Sach and Craven [11].
In Section 2 some basic definitions and results are given. In Section 3 we introduce
the notion of Clarke epiderivative for set-valued maps in terms of Clarke tangent cone.
Fritz John type necessary optimality conditions are obtained in this section, for a
constrained set-valued optimization problem in terms of the Clarke epiderivative. In
Section 4 of the paper the notion of arcwise connectedness is introduced for set-valued
maps as an extension of the notion of convexity. We demonstrate the effectiveness
of this new class of maps in proving sufficient optimality criteria for the optimization
problem considered in Section 3. With the help of an example it has been shown
that this class of set-valued maps is different from the class of invex set-valued maps
considered by Sach and Craven [11].
2. Preliminaries
For any real normed linear space Y, let 0 y denote the origin of Y and let Y* denote
the dual space of Y. Let C be a pointed closed convex cone in Y and let
C* = {(peY* : <p(y) > 0 Vy e C}
be the dual cone for C For A c Y, define the contingent cone T(A, y*) to A at y* as
T(A,y*) = {h 6 Y : 3tn I 0, 3hn -> h with y* + tnhn e A Vn}
and the normal cone N(A, y*) to A at y* as
N(A,y*)

= [<peY*: <p(y) < 0 Vy e

T(A,y*)}.

The Clarke tangent cone TC(A, y*) to A at y* is given as
Tc(A,y*) = [heY:Vyn^

y*, and Vtn I 0, 3hn -+ h with yn + tnhn e A Vn}.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 52.40.116.66, on 30 Jul 2021 at 09:32:57, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/S1446788700003736

[3]

Optimality criteria in set-valued optimization

223

The Clarke tangent cone TC(A, y *) is a closed convex cone and TC(A, v*) C T(A,y*).
If A is a convex set then TC(A, y') = T(A, y*).
We now present the concept of contingent epiderivative introduced by Jahn and
Rauh [9] for set-valued maps. Let X be a real normed linear space and 5 be a
nonempty subset of X. Let F : S —> 2Y be a set-valued map. The epigraph of F,
denoted by epi(F), is defined as
e p i ( F ) = {{x, y)eX

x Y : x e S,y

e F(x) + C ) .

Let x* e 5 with y* e F(x*). A single valued map DF(x*,y*) : X -> Y
whose epigraph equals the contingent cone to the epigraph of F at (x*,y*), that
is, epi(DF(x*, y*)) = 7(epi(F), (x*, y*)) is called the contingent epiderivative of
F at (**, y*). The map DF(x*, y*) is not necessarily convex as 7(epi(F), (x*, y*))
may not be convex.
Sach and Craven [11] introduced the concept of derivative, in the sense of Aubin
and Ekeland [3], for F(x) = F(x) + C. Let gr(F) denote the graph of a set-valued
map F : X —*• 2r, given by
g r ( F ) = ((x,y)eXxY:xeX,ye

F(x)}.

The derivative of F at (x*, y*) e gr(F) is the set-valued map DF(x*, y*) whose
graph is r c (epi(F), (x*, y*)), that is gr{DF{x\ y*)) = Tf(epi(F), (JC*. y*)).
A set-valued map F : X —• 2r is said to be C-convex on 5, where 5 is a convex
subset of X, if for all x\, x2 e 5, a e [0, 1]
(1 — a)Fix\) + aF(x2) c F((l — a)x\ + 01x2) + C.
The following alternative theorem is by Craven [7, Theorem 3.4.2].
2.1. Let X and Y be real normed linear spaces and C be a closed convex
cone in Y with nonempty interior. Let the single valued map f : S —• Y be C-convex
where S is a convex subset of X. Then exactly one of the following systems has a
solution
LEMMA

(i) There exists x e S such that —fix) € int C.
(ii) There exists <p e C \ <p ^ 0Y-, such that <pif ix)) > Ofor allx e S.
3. Necessary optimality criteria
In this section wefirstintroduce the concept of Clarke epiderivative for a set-valued
map F : X -»• 2Y.
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DEFINITION 3.1. Let*' e X with y* e F(x*). A single valued map DcF(x*, y*) :
X —> Y whose epigraph equals the Clarke tangent cone to the epigraph of F at (x*, y*),
thatis,epi(DcF(;c*, y*)) = Tc(epi(F), (x*, y*)) is called the Clarke epiderivative of F
at (*•,>•).

As Tc(epi(F), (x*, y*)) is a convex set it follows that DcF(x*, y*) : X - • Y is a
C-convex map, that is, for all x\, x2 e X, a e [0, 1]

(1 -a)DcF(x\

y'HxO+aDcFOc*, y')(x2) € DcF(x*, y*)((l - a ) * , +a*2) + C.

On the lines of Theorem 4 of Jahn and Rauh [9] we can establish the following result.
3.1. Let F : X —*• 2Y be a set-valued map and C be a pointed convex cone
in Y. If the Clarke epiderivative DcF(x*, y*) exists, then it is sublinear.
LEMMA

3.1. It can be seen that if both the contingent epiderivative DF(x*,y*)
and the Clarke epiderivative DcF(x*, y*) exist, then for all JC e X
REMARK

DcF(x*, y*Kx)
as 7c(epi(F), (x*, y*)) c r(epi(F), (x\ y*)).
3.2. On comparing the definitions of the Clarke epiderivative and the
derivative introduced by Sach and Craven [11] it follows that
REMARK

gr(DF(x\ y*)) = epi(DcF(x*, y*)),
that is, DF(x*, y*) = DcF(x*, y*) + C.
The Clarke epiderivative is a single valued map whereas the derivative DF(x*, y*)
is a set-valued map. Therefore, it is meaningful to introduce the Clarke epiderivative
DcF(x*, y*) as it is easier to deal with a single valued map rather than a set-valued
map.
We now derive the necessary optimality criteria for a constrained set-valued optimization problem. Let X, Y, Z be real normed linear spaces and let C and D be pointed
convex cones in Y and Z respectively, with nonempty interiors. Let F : X -> 2Y
and G : X -*• 2Z be set-valued maps. Consider the following set-valued optimization
problem
(P)

WMinFCx) subject to G(x)D(-D)

£4>.

Let A = [x e X : G(x) n (-D) ^ <f>}. We assume throughout that F(x) ^ (p,
G(x) jk <(>, for every x e X. A point (x*, y*, z*) is said to be a weak minimizer
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of (P) if x* 6 A, y* e F(x*), z* € G(x*) n ( - D ) and (y* - F(A)) n intC = <j>,
where F(A) = (Jx€j4 F(x). The set-valued map (F, G) : X ->• 2 KxZ is defined as
(F, G)(x) = F(x) x G(x) for all x € X. We now establish the following necessary
optimality theorem for Problem (P).
THEOREM 3.1. If(x*, y*, z*) is a weak minimizer of (P), then there exists

such that for all (y, z) € DC(F, G)(x*, y*, z*)(X), <p(y) + V(z) > 0 and f(z*) = 0.
PROOF.

We will first prove that
[DC(F, G){x\ y\ z*)(x) + (0r, z*)] * ( - int C) x ( - int D)

for any x e X, where int C denotes the interior of C. Suppose on the contrary there
exists u e X such that
(u, w) + (0y, z*) € ( - int C) x ( - int D),
where (v, w) = DC(F, G)(x*, y*, z*)(«). By the definition, we get
(«, v, w) € epi(D c (F, G), (x*, / , z*)) = r c (epi(F, G), (**, y*. z*)).
As rc(epi(F, G), (x*, y*, z*)) c 7(epi(F, G), (x*, y*. z*)) there exists a sequence
(•*«, yn, zB) with xn € X, >>„ € F(x n ) + C, zn 6 G(xn) + D and a sequence (A.n) of
positive real numbers such that lim^ocC*:,,, yn, zn) = (x*, y*, z*) and
lim kn(xn - x*, yn - y*, zn - z*) = («, v, w).
n->oo

Since v e — int C and u; + z* € — int D, there exist natural numbers Ni, N2 such that
> Nx and kn(zn - z*) + z* e - int D Vn > N2. Choose
Kiyn -y*) e -intCVn
TV > max(A^i,A^
).
Then
( i , 2 ) 2
(1)

y* - / e - int C,

zw - (1 - 1 /XN) z* € - int D.

Thus, we have that y* € y* + int C. As yw G F{xN) + C, it follows from (1) that
y* 6 F(xN) + C + int C, that is,
(2)

(y*-F(^))nintC^</>.

We can suitably choose N such that XN > 1. Since z* e — D wehave(l — (1/A.,v))z* e
—D. As D is a convex cone, on using (1) it follows that ZN e — intD. Also since
ZN e G(xN) + D we have ZN = a + P where a e G(xw), ^ e D. As z# e — int D,
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we have a € -0 - int D c -D - int D c -D and hence a € G(xN) n (-D) that
is, *# is a feasible solution of (P). Thus (2) contradicts the fact that (x*, y*, z*) is a
weak minimizer of (P).
Since DC(F, G)(x*, y*, z*) is sublinear (see Lemma 3.1) it is a C x D-convex map
and hence by Lemma 2.1 there exists (<p, ijr) € C* x D*\{(0Y', 0z.)} such that
(3)

<p(y) + *(z + z*)>0

forall(;y,z) e DC{F, G)(x*,y*,z*)(X). As DC(F, G)(x*, y\ z*) is positively homogeneous, we have DC(F, G){x*, y*, z*)(0) = (0 y , 0 z ). Thus from (3) it follows that
ir(z*) > 0. Also as z* e — D, we have Vr(z*) < 0 and hence VKz*) = 0- Since i/r is
a continuous linear function and \/r(z*) = 0 it follows from (3) that #>Cy) + V' (z) > 0
D
for all (y, z) € DC(F, G)(x*, y*, z*)(X).
REMARK 3.3. In a recent paper by Gotz and Jahn [8] necessary optimality conditions were obtained for Problem (P) in terms of the contingent epiderivative assuming
the cone-convexity of the set-valued maps F and G. However when the necessary
optimality conditions are derived in terms of the Clarke epiderivative no convexity
assumption is required on the set-valued maps F and G.

3.4. Sach and Craven [11, Theorem 1] obtained the Fritz-John necessary
optimality conditions in terms of the derivative of the set-valued map (F{x) — y*) x
G(x) + (C x D). However it may be noted that in Theorem 3.1 we obtain an additional
complementarity condition \jr (z*) = 0 unlike the Fritz-John optimality conditions of
Sach and Craven [11].
REMARK

4. Sufficient optimality criteria
In this section we first introduce a new class of set-valued maps which extends the
class of convex set-valued maps and use it to derive sufficient optimality conditions
for the optimization problem (P).
Avriel [4] introduced the concept of arcwise connectedness as a generalization of
convexity by replacing the line segment joining two points by a continuous arc. A
subset 5 of X is said to be an arcwise connected set if for all x\, x2 € 5 there exists a
continuous arc HXuX2(a) defined on [0, 1] with a value in S such that HXt:X2(0) = x\
and //,,,,2(1) =x2.
4.1. A set-valued map F : X —> 2Y is said to be C-arcwise connected
at x* e 5, where 5 is an arcwise connected subset of X and C is a pointed convex
cone in Y, if for all x € S, a e [0, 1],
DEFINITION

(1 - a)F(x*) + aF(x) c F{Hx.,x{a)) + C.
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A set-valued map F is said to be C-arcwise connected on 5, if it is C-arcwise connected
at each JC* e S.
Clearly every C-convex set-valued map is C-arcwise connected where HXuX2(a) =
(1 — a)jci +ajc2. The following examples illustrate that the converse is not necessarily
true.
EXAMPLE 4.1. Let X = R2, Y = R, C = R+ and

Define Hx,u(a) = (((1 - a)x2 + ecu2)''2, ((1 - a)jc22 + ecu2)1'2), wherex = (xux2)
and u = («j, u2). Clearly S is an arcwise connected set. Define F : X —*• 2r as
| [0, 2] if Jt, 2 +jc 2 > 1;
|[3,5[ if JC2 + JC22< 1.
The set-valued map F is C-arcwise connected on S, but it is not C-convex because
for* = (1, 0), u = (0, 1), a = 1/2 the following does not hold

EXAMPLE 4.2. Let X = ft, Y be the set of real sequences converging to zero, C
be the set of nonnegative real sequences converging to zero and S = R+. Y is a
normed linear space with ||y|| = s u p j y j for y = (yn) e Y. Define Hxu(a) =
(1 - a)1/2x + a1/2u, iorx,ueS.
Define F : R -> 2r as

From the definition of F we can see that F is set-valued map since at each x e R,
F(x) is the set consisting of two sequences from Y, defined in that particular fashion.
It can be seen that F is a C-arcwise connected set-valued map on 5, but it is not
C-convex, because for x = 1, u = 3, a = 1/2 the following does not hold
(1 - a)Fit) + ccF(u) c F((l - a)x + ecu) + C.
Sach and Craven [11] generalized the concept of invexity for set-valued maps.
One of the generalizations, namely invex 2 is given in terms of the the derivative
DF(x\ y*) of F at (x*, y*) where F(x) = F(x) + C. A set-valued map F : X ->• 2Y
is said to be invex 2 at (JC*, y*) e gr(F), if for every JC e X there exists r\ e X such
that
F(x) + C-y*£DF(x\y*)(r,).
We now give an example of a C-arcwise connected set-valued valued map which
is not invex 2 for any r) e X.
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4.3. Let X = Y = R, S = C = R+. Define Hx.,x(a) = ((1 - a)x*2 +
ax2)U2 for**,* 6 5. Define F : X -» 2Y as F(x) = [-x2,0]. It can be seen that
F is C-arcwise connected on 5 but is not invex 2 at (x*, y*) = (0,0), because for
(x, y) = (1, — 1) the following does not hold
EXAMPLE

F(x) - y* + C C DF(x\ y*)(r,)
for any r) e X.
We now characterize a C-arcwise connected set-valued map in terms of its epigraph.
4.2. A subset A x B of X x Y is said to be* arcwise-convex if A is an
arcwise connected subset of X and B is a convex subset of Y.
DEFINITION

THEOREM 4.1. Let F : S -> 2Y be a set-valued map, where S is an arcwise
connected set. The set-valued map F is C-arcwise connected, if and only if, epi(F) is
an arcwise-convex subset ofX x Y.
PROOF. Let F be a C-arcwise connected set-valued map. Let (xh y,) e epi(F),
i = 1,2. By definition fora e [0, 1], we have
(1 - o ) f (JC,) + aF(* 2 ) c F(HXuXl(a)) + C.
Since (1 — a)yi + ay2 6 (1 — a)F(xi) + aF(x2) + C, we have
(1 - a)yi + ay2 6 F(HXlM(a)) + C.
Thus fora e [0, 1], ( / / , „ , » , (1 - a)y, + ay2) 6 epi(F).
Conversely, let*, 6 S,yt € F(x(),i = 1,2. Clearly (xh yt) € epi(F), i = 1,2.
As epi(F) is an arcwise-convex set, for a e [0, 1] we have
(HXuX2(a), (1 - a)yi + ay2) € epi(F),
that is, fora 6 [0, 1], (1 - a)y, + ay2 e F(HXl,X2(a)) + C. Hence F is a C-arcwise
connected set-valued map on 5.
•
The following theorems give necessary conditions for C-arcwise connectedness of
a set-valued map.
THEOREM 4.2. If F : X —*• 2r is a C-arcwise connected set-valued map on S,
where S is an arcwise connected subset ofX, then for allx*, x 6 S,y* e F(JC*)
F(x) - y* C DF(x*, y*)(Hx.,,(0+)) + C
where
limHx.,x(a)-Hx.,x(0)

°r|0

a
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We assume that H'x. x (0+) exists for all x\ x e S.
PROOF. Let x e S and y e F(x). Define a sequence (*„, yn) as
xn = Hx.j {I/n),

yn = y* + (y -

y*)/n.

As S is an arcwise connected set, it follows that xn e S. Also lim,,^,*, yn = y* and
lim^oox n — x*. As F is a C-arcwise connected set-valued map, we have

that is, yn 6 F(xn) + C. Hence the elements of the sequence (xn, yn) belong to epi(F)
with l i m ^ o o ^ , yn) = (x*, y*). Moreover,

lim n(xn-x*) = lim n (Hx.,x(l/n) - //, v (0)) = //x'.,(0+).
Hence lim^oo n(xn - x*, yn - y*) = (Hx'.x(0+), y - y*) and consequently
(//;.,,(0+), y - y') 6 7-(epi(F), (**, y*)) = epi(DF(^*, y')).
Therefore, y - y* e DF(x*, y*)(Hx'.x(0+)) + C and hence the result.

•

THEOREM 4.3. Let F : X -*• 2Y be a C-arcwise connected set-valued map on S,
where S is an arcwise connected subset of X. Assume that Hx. x(0+) (as defined
in Theorem 4.2) exists for all x*,x G S then for all (<p, -f) G N(epi(F), (x*, y*)),
x* eS.y* e F(x*), f e C, U\\ = 1 andallx e S
)

><P(K;X(0+))

where oF(x)(\J/) = infyef(Jt) yjriy).
PROOF.

By the previous theorem for any y e F(x), we have
y - y* e DF(x*,y*KHx. x(0+)) + C,

that is,
*, y*)) = r(epi(F), (**, y')).
As (<p, -Vr) e N(epi(F), (x*, y*)) we have <p(Hx.x(0+)) - ty(y - y*) < 0 which
implies the result.
•
We now turn to the main result of this section. Sufficient optimality conditions are
obtained in terms of contingent epiderivative and not in terms of Clarke epiderivative,
as necessary condition for C-arcwise connectedness set-valued map is known in terms
of contingent epiderivative (see Theorem 4.2.).
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THEOREM 4.4. Let ( F , G) : X - > 2Y x 2 Z be a ( C x D)-arcwi.se connected

[ 10]
set-

valued map on S, where A = {x e X : G(x) f~l ( - D ) ^ 0} c 5 am/ 5 w an
arcwise connected subset of X. Ifx* eA,y*e
F(x*), z* e G(x*) D ( - D ) , (?, V) €

(C*, D*) \ {(0*, Op} are such that
(4)
ana*

<f>(y) + ir(t) > 0

(5)

nz*) = o.

/or a// (y, z) € D(F, G)U*, y*, z*)(X), then (x*, y*, z*) is a weak minimizer of (P).
PROOF. On the contrary let (x*, y*, z*) be not a weak minimizer of (P). Then there
exist x e A,y e F(x), z e G(x) fl (-D) such that y* - y € int C. This implies that
<p(y - y*) < 0,

(6)

V(z) < 0.

As (F, G) is a (C x D)-arcwise connected set-valued map on 5, it follows from
Theorem 4.2 that (y,z) - (y*,z*) 6 D(F, G){x*, y\ z*){H'x,x(Q+)) + (C x D).
Hence for some (y°,z°) 6 D(F, G)(jc*,y*,z*)(«Jt'.iJt(O+)), (c°,d°) 6 C x D we
have
(7)

(y, z) - (y*. z*) = (y°, z°) + (c°, A

As (c°, J°) € C x D we get
(8)

(p(c°) > 0,

^(d°) > 0.

Using (5), (6), and (8) in (7) we get
(9)

<p(y°) + f(z°) < 0

which contradicts (4) and hence we arrive at the result.

•
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